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AP/PHIL 3260 – Philosophy of Psychology – Fall 2021
Lecture M: 2:30pm-5:30pm

Victor Phillip Dahdaleh Building 0001

Professor: Javier Gomez-Lavin
Office: S438 Ross Building
Office Hours: T 2:00pm-3:00pm via zoom
jglavin@yorku.ca
Course Description:
Only 120 years ago you could confidently claim that psychology was part and parcel of a broader
philosophical project. An early psychologist like Wundt, James or Ladd would be as comfortable reading
up on the latest neuroanatomical discoveries about the movements of animal spirits (i.e., electrical impulses
transmitted through the nerves) as they would on debates over the unity of a Kantian self-consciousness.
Since then psychology budded off from its philosophical roots and ramified to a disciplinary multiverse
unto itself: with subfields as diverse as social, cognitive, positive, industrial, clinical, personality, and
comparative psychology—among others—each examining an aspect of mental life by bringing to bear their
own sets of literatures, tools, methods and histories. What do we make of this project? What are these
thousands of scholars across the globe, representing a multibillion dollar industry, even doing?
Obviously, covering this huge landscape isn’t possible in the scope of a single class. However, it’s my hope
that by taking an historically attuned approach to the psychological study of the elements of mental
architectures, and marrying this survey to the considered application of methods from the philosophy of
science, that we can begin to understand psychology as a systemic, if imperfect, process of modeling,
predicting, and explaining our mental lives. Through this curated survey, it’s my hope that we can use the
charitable application of philosophical methods of analysis to detect the successes particular to
contemporary psychology and the obstacles—often holdovers from psychology’s earlier and closer
affiliation with philosophy—that it still faces.
Organization of the course:
Weekly seminar meetings (3 hours, with breaks). Class meetings will be conducted in-person and oncampus at the designated classroom. Some exceptions will be explicitly noted, especially the one-on-one
meeting that students will have with the instructor in late November to discuss their final paper proposal.
Course Learning Objectives:
After completing this course, students should be able to:
1.
Understand the general historical progression of psychology, it’s methods, and tools, through the
19th and 20th centuries (e.g. progression from introspection, to behaviorism, to cognitivism).
2.
Understand features of the philosophy of explanation, particularly as demonstrated by Fodor’s
thesis of Modularity.
3.
Understand historical and contemporary positions within key elements of mental architecture,
including: Perception, attention, emotion, and consciousness.
4.
Demonstrate a capacity to critically and charitably engage with contemporary empirical
psychology.
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5.

Demonstrate an ability to write a succinct, clear, and charitable argumentative based essay
analyzing the limits and applicability of modularity as a model for further psychological
explanation.

Course Prerequisites:
Prerequisite / Co-requisite: AP/PHIL 2160 3.00 or AP/PHIL 2240 3.00 or permission of the instructor.
Technical Requirements for Taking the Course:
This course will have a mixture of in-person (on-campus) and online components. We expect meetings to
take place in-person and on-campus throughout the Fall semester. Students should be prepared for the
possibility that the some or all meetings in the course become fully remote, with meetings being hosted on
Zoom, as circumstances require. In order to fully participate in Zoom meetings, students should ensure that
they have access to a stable, higher-speed internet connection, as well as a computer with a webcam and
microphone, and/or a smart device with these features. Students should bring such a device to class as well,
in order to complete in-class, online hosted assignments as needed.
All assignments except for in-class exams, the schedule of readings, course announcements, and course
policies will be posted to the eClass site for this course. All assignments—including in class quizzes—will
either be submitted via eClass, a York U hosted Qualtrics link created by the instructor, or completed within
the eClass interface (e.g. posting on discussion forums). The instructor will also use eClass as their primary
way of communicating with students.
Students are expected to follow the most up-to-date safety protocols laid out by the Province and by York
University,
including
completing
daily
screenings.
For
more
information,
see:
https://www.yorku.ca/bettertogether/students/. Students should be prepared for the possibility that class be
held fully remotely, via Zoom, depending on the evolving circumstances of the COVID-19 pandemic.
The instructor will attempt to record all lectures using the PANOPTO software suite integrated with the
course in eClass. This should allow students who cannot attend (e.g., because of isolation procedures) to
view the lecture. Additionally, those students will be required to still complete the daily quiz hosted on
eClass or Qualtrics. Further details will be provided on the first day of class.
Course Requirements:
Each week will feature at least three primary readings. These are often difficult texts and will reward
multiple reviews. Expect to spend at least two hours outside of class on these texts per week.
Exams: 2 x 25% There will be two exams throughout the semester. The first exam will be held in-class on
October 25th. The Final exam has not been scheduled yet. Each exam will feature a series of short-answer
and lengthier essay questions. No aids (e.g., notes, books, electronic devices etc.) are permitted unless
otherwise specified by the University’s Student Accessibility Services (“SAS”). Any student seeking
accommodations (e.g., extra-time, alternative test-location etc.) must have communicated with SAS and
completed their required procedures prior to the test date.
Paper: 1 x 25% One 1500-2500 word paper on will be due in class, as a hard-copy and submitted via
eClass on December 6th. Late papers may be docked 5% of your total grade each day the paper is late (e.g.,
if you turn your paper in three days late, then your maximum possible paper grade is a 10/25). The paper
will be broken down and graded into component parts. I will pass around topics and a rubric on October
27th. Each student will be required to submit a choice of topics and bibliography on November 8th, and
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submit a 150-200 word abstract with a thesis statement on November 15th. Together these will count for
1/5 of the paper grade. Students will be expected to submit a detailed outline November 22nd for a further
1/5th of their grade. Each student will have to meet one-on-one (via zoom) with the instructor for a 15minute meeting between November 24th and November 30th (which will be scheduled in advance). Finally,
the first draft will be due December 1st. Rewrites may be possible. Plagiarism (e.g., using language and
materials of another without proper citation) will not be tolerated.
Weekly quizzes, attendance and participation: 25% Eleven short answer quizzes will be administered
at the beginning of class – via an eClass or Qualtrics link. Each quiz is worth 2% of your total grade Your
lowest quiz will be dropped.. If you have a valid excuse (e.g., illness, religious observance etc.) you will be
provided a secondary link to a similar quiz to be completed within an agreed upon timeframe. You are still
responsible for knowing the material covered in class (e.g., by asking other students or watching the panopto
recording). The following 5% of your grade will be calculated via participation and attendance in class.
You are expected to be in each class. Failure to attend, or egregious tardiness will be noted and may require
a discussion about your status and future in this course.
Policies:
•
•
•
•

I only allow incompletes for genuinely extraordinary reasons.
I do not provide extra-credit opportunities.
Keep in mind that I may not respond to your email outside of business hours (e.g., in the evening,
over holidays, or during weekends).
Plagiarism and Cheating: Under no circumstances will plagiarism or cheating be tolerated. \

Attendance: Attendance is mandatory, with exceptions due to illness, permitted excuses as required by
university policy, and failure to pass the YU screen daily screening. In the event you cannot attend in person
class, you must still complete the daily quiz during the start of our class time, as it will be made unavailable
shortly afterwards. You would also be strongly advised to consult the recorded PANOPTO lecture, if
available. If you continuously miss class, I may contact you to discuss options for your future in the course.
Attendance and active engagement are the keys to successfully completing the course.
Exam makeups: Alternative arrangements and makeups will not be allowed, except as required by
university policy: e.g., if you fail the screening or the course is required to move online, alternative
arrangements (e.g., an essay exam delivered via eClass or Qualtrics) will be devised.
Assignment Submissions: Assignments will be submitted via eClass or qualtrics. Additionally, I will
request that you print out and hand in hardcopies of your papers and their subcomponents at the relevant
point in the semester.
Papers: Late papers may be accepted at the instructor’s discretion, if there are circumstances calling for an
extension. Papers turned in late without reasonable mitigating circumstances will incur at least a 10%
reduction in your score. It best that you contact me as soon as possible if you’re going to be late (preferably
before the due date).
Contacting the instructor: You should contact the instructor via email or the eClass direct message
function. Please note that we will be responding to messages within 24 hours during working days (i.e. not
on weekends or holidays).
Academic honesty and integrity: In this course, we strive to maintain academic integrity to the highest
extent possible. All submitted coursework must be an expression of the student’s own understanding and
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ideas. Please familiarize yourself with the meaning of academic integrity by completing SPARK’s
Academic Integrity module at the beginning of the course. Breaches of academic integrity range from
cheating to plagiarism (i.e., the improper crediting of another’s work, the representation of another’s ideas
as your own, etc.). All instances of academic dishonesty in this course will be reported to the appropriate
university authorities, and can be punishable according to the Senate Policy on Academic Honesty.
Turnitin: To promote academic integrity in this course, students will be normally required to submit their
written assignments to Turnitin (via the course eClass) for a review of textual similarity and the detection
of possible plagiarism. In so doing, students will allow their material to be included as source documents
in the Turnitin.com reference database, where they will be used only for the purpose of detecting plagiarism.
The terms that apply to the University’s use of the Turnitin service are described on the Turnitin.com
website.
“Closed-book” policy: It is expected that students will complete in-person quizzes and exams on their own
without help from any other person, and without access to notes, articles covered in class, or other materials
that have been provided over eClass. These quizzes and exams are designed so that you can complete them
without referring to minutia in the text, and doing so with consume valuable time that would be better used
in thinking through the essay and answer prompts. In the event that the course is moved online, quizzes and
exams may be “open book” at the instructor’s discretion. In this event, more information will be provided.
Intellectual property: All course material (this syllabus, power points, assignments, paper rubrics, etc),
except the outside assigned articles, is the intellectual property of the course instructor and cannot be
reproduced in any way without my permission. Assigned articles are the intellectual property of their
respective copyright holders and usually cannot be reproduced or posted publicly.
Course recordings: Any recordings for this course should be used for educational purposes only and as a
means for enhancing accessibility. Students do not have permission to duplicate, copy and/or distribute the
recordings outside of the class (these acts can violate not only copyright laws but also FIPPA).
Student conduct: All students are expected to treat their fellow students and the instructor with respect
and charity, both in class in person and on any of our online platforms. Especially through mediums like
Zoom and the course eClass, no form of harassment, trolling, or disrespect will be tolerated.
Grading: The grading scheme for the course conforms to the 9-point grading system used in undergraduate
programs at York (e.g., A+ = 9, A = 8, B+ - 7, C+ = 5, etc.). Assignments and tests* will bear either a letter
grade designation or a corresponding number grade (e.g. A+ = 90 to 100, A = 80 to 90, B+ = 75 to 79,
etc.). Final course grades may be adjusted to conform to Program or Faculty grades distribution profiles.
Student Accommodations: We are committed to fairly accommodating students with disabilities. Please
contact the instructors and Student Accessibility Services (https://accessibility.students.yorku.ca/) as soon
as possible, and we will all work together to find a fair accommodation. Note that in addition to sending
the letter, accommodations for individual assignments must specifically be requested well ahead of the
assignment's deadline.
If and only if we must move to zoom:
Zoom sessions: For those attending the live Zoom classes, you are not allowed to take any screenshots or
recordings of any kind. This is to respect the privacy of your fellow students. Recordings of the lecture
portions (which only involve myself) and my slides will be made available on eClass. You also do not have
permission to reproduce any lecture recordings on any platforms or websites outside of eClass.
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Video policy: I understand that some of you might have privacy concerns about using your video during
Zoom classes, and that others might have limited internet bandwidth that might make live-streaming
difficult. Therefore, it is not required that students have their videos on if meetings must be moved online.
That being said, having video cameras on can make a big difference in terms of creating a sense of
community within our class, so that we feel more like a normal, in-person classroom. For this reason, I do
very sincerely encourage you to use your video as much as possible if privacy or tech issues are not
preventing you from doing otherwise. If you do need to keep your video off, please be sure to put a profile
photo on your Zoom account, so that your classmates feel like they are talking to a person, rather than a
black box with a name in it.
Zoom Chat policy: If meetings are held on Zoom, the option to privately message other students in the
chat will be disabled. Messages in the public chat should be respectful and stay on point.

Texts
Papers and readings will be posted on our eClass site. It is your responsibility to check the eClass site for
new readings as they are made available. We will be consulting the following book extensively during the
middle of our term: The Modularity of Mind by Jerry Fodor. OUP 1983 ISBN: 978-0-262-56025-2. This
book is easily available second hand, is available online with the York University Library for free, and a
physical copy will be placed on reserve at the library.
READING LIST DRAFT 1
Date

Topic

Reading

A. 1

A. 2

13Sep

syllabus day

Q1

-

2

20Sep

- Historical origins of
Psychology
- Psychology’s
phrenological debt
- Historical views of
behaviorism and
cognitivism

3

27Sep

- Modularity of
Mind, Part 1

- Poldrack, Russ (2016) “How folksy is
psychology”
- Uri, Joe & Lief (2021) “Evidence of fraud in an
influential field experiment about dishonesty”
And selections from Jerry Fodor (not to be read
in advance)
1. Boring, Edwin. (2008/1929). A History of
Experimental Psychology Volume 1, Chapter 3
"Phrenology and the mind-body problem" p. 47-57.
2. William, James (1890) “The scope of
pscyhology” 6-9
3. Watson, John (1913) “Psychology as the
behaviorist views it” 1-20
4. Miller, George (2003) “The cognitive
revolution” 141-144
Optional: Hatfield, Gary (2009).”Psychology,
philosophy, and cognitive science: reflections on
the history and philosophy of experimental
psychology” 409-434
1. Gottschling, Verena (2020) “Modularity” 296321
2. Fodor, Jerry (1983), Modularity of Mind, Part 1
“Four accounts of mental structure” 2-38

Q2

Q3

6
4

-

6
7

4-Oct

- Modularity of
Mind, Part 2

11Oct
18Oct

no meeting

25Oct
1Nov

midterm

- Modularity of
Mind, Part 3
- the possibility of
massive modularity

Does cognition
influence perception?
/ the modularity of
perceptual systems

8

8Nov

- The nature of
attention

9

15Nov

- Core / central
cognition
- working memory

10

22Nov

Emotion

11

29Nov

zoom meetings

1. Fodor, Jerry (1985). “Precis of Modularity of
Mind” 1-5.
2. Fodor, Jerry (1983), Modularity of Mind, Part 2
& 3 pages 39-101
Fall break

Q4

1. Fodor, Jerry (1983) Modularity of Mind, Part 4
pages 101-129.
2. Carruthers, Peter (2006) “The case for
massively modular models of mind” 3-18.
3. Samuels, Richard (2006) “Is the human mind
massively modular” 38-52
In class short answer and essay midterm

Q5

1. Firestone, Chaz & Scholl, Brian (2014):
“Top-down effects where none should be found”
38-46
2. Firestone, Chaz & Scholl, Brian (2016):
“Cognition does not affect perception” 1-19
3. Witt, Jessica (2017) “Action potential influence
spatial perception” 999-1021
4. Lupyan, Gary (2017) “Changing what you see
by changing what you know” 1-15
1. James, William (1890) Chapter XI Attention
170-195
2. Mole, Christopher (2020) “Attention” 569-582
3. Wu, Wayne (2010) “Attention as selection for
action” 97-116
4. Oberauer, Klaus (2019) “Working memory and
attention – a conceptual review” 1-14.
1. Eichenbaum, Howard (2012) “Working with
memory” 351-377
2. Carruthers, Peter (2014) “On central
Cognition” 143-1623.
3. Postle, Bradley (2006) “Working memory as an
emergent property of the mind and brain” 23-38
5. Gomez-Lavin, Javier (ms) “Why cognitive
science needs to let working memory go”
1. James, William (1890) Chapter XXV The
emotions 477-494
2. Prinz, Jesse (2006) “Embodied emotions” 839849
3. Griffiths, Paul (2006) “Is emotion a natural
kind?” 850-862
4. Feldman Barrett, Lisa (2012) “Emotions are
real” 413-429
No in person class – students will make required
appointments via zoom

Q7

Intro to
paper
writing,
topics and
timeline

Q8

topics

Q9

abstract

Q10

outline

Q6

7
12

6-Dec

First order views of
consciousness.

1. James, William (1890) Selections from Chapter
IX The Stream of Thought 99-106
2. Block, Ned (2007) “Consciousness, accessibility
and the mesh between psychology and
neuroscience”
3. Block, Ned (2019) “What is wrong with the noreport paradigm and how to fix it”
4. Prinz, Jesse (2010) “Is attention necessary and
sufficient for consciousness?” 174-203
5. Kentridge, Robert (2010) “Attention without
awareness: A brief review” 228-246.

Q11

draft due

